
3April 2009

C
on

tin
ue

d 
on

 p
ag

e 
6

A Publication of Tents of  Mercy Congregation (Ohalei Rachamim) - Volume 9, Issue 4

The sign said “REVIVAL TODAY.  Come one, come all; famous traveling 
preacher and miracle worker, guest revivalist Brother Elijah. Come see signs and 
wonders.  Experience the power of God.”  So the people began gathering on 
Mt. Carmel, expecting a very exciting meeting.  Although, it was not writ-
ten on the sign, rumor had gotten out there would be more than one guest 
preacher.  In fact, by special invitation of Brother Elijah himself, there were 
450 visiting prophets from the congregation of Ba’al and 400 from the con-
gregation of Ashtoreth.  The 450 ministers of Ba’al spent a good portion 
of the day giving an altar-call.  They called on Ba’al to come to their altar 
and accept the sacrifice they had placed there.  Unable to get a response 
from their deity, their actions became more frantic.  They yelled and they 
jumped and they cut themselves, just to let Ba’al know how serious they 
were.  Brother Elijah sought to encourage them by calling out helpful in-
structions such as, “You need to shout louder.  He might not be able to 
hear you.  He could be taking a nap or even be in the bathroom.  So make 
that extra effort and raise your voices.”

However, it was to no avail.  Ba’al and Ashtoreth are just vain idols without 
any life or power.  So, it was time for Brother Elijah to step in and show them 
how to do it right.  He prepared a sacrifice and called upon the name of the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Israel who answered by fire instantaneously, consuming 
the sacrifice.   When the fire fell, the people of Israel fell on their faces and cried 
out “The Lord he is God, the Lord he is God.”  Then the 850 false prophets of 
Ba’al and Ashtoreth were slain…not in the spirit; but by the sword.  

In one sense it seemed to be a great revival.  On the other hand, its im-
pact did not go any farther.  There is no indication that the synagogues were 
packed the next morning with freshly revived Israelites.  Though the people 
may no longer have had much confidence in Ba’al (having had a pretty poor 
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Our Vision:

Tents of Mercy - to participate in today’s historic exodus by 
assisting Israel’s returning exiles.

No spectators in the Kingdom - to be a worshiping, sharing 
community based in homes, equipping each one for service.

Come back Yeshua - to welcome Yeshua home to Israel, by 
restoring the Jewish roots of New Covenant faith.

showing in the showdown), they still did not 
seem all that inclined to follow the God of 
Elijah either.  And of course, this did not in-
crease Elijah’s popularity with Queen Jezebel, 
who now had to find 850 new dinner guests.

So what does this have to do with Passover 
you may ask?  It’s a good question since the 
connection may not be immediately evident.

The first point of connection is Elijah 
himself.  He plays a very prominent role in 
the Passover Seder (the commemorative 
meal that is eaten on the first night of Pass-
over).  Among the various symbolic items 
that grace the Passover table is a cup of wine 
that is set aside specifically for Elijah.  In 
some homes it is customary to prepare an 
entire place setting for him.  After the meal 
has been eaten, during the latter half of the 
Seder liturgy, the door is opened that Elijah 
may enter and drink from his cup.  He comes 
as a herald of redemption.  His presence at 
the Seder is to confirm that the full Messi-
anic redemption is at hand.  There’s a phrase 
from the Talmud in the Haggadah (booklet 
with order of Seder service) that says, “At 
Passover time they were redeemed.  At Pass-
over time they will be redeemed.”  

Elijah was also seen as a fiery preacher of 
judgment.  The prayer that is recited when 

the door is held open for Elijah is one of 
judgment upon the nations that have per-
secuted God’s people. In the New Cov-
enant scriptures, John the baptizer also 
comes as the herald of the Messianic re-
demption, preparing the way as the fore-
runner of Messiah Yeshua.  He was also a 
fiery preacher of judgment seeking to stir 
up the people of Israel to prepare their 
hearts to be revived.  But it took the com-
ing of Yeshua Himself for the true revival 
to begin.  This is the other connection to 
the opening story:  the issue of revival.  
While the above version of Elijah and the 
prophets of Ba’al is somewhat tongue-in-
cheek, there are some parallels to what 
can happen in congregations today - a lot 
of thunder and lightning, fiery preaching 
and perhaps even some dramatic healings, 
and a fair share of frantic activity.  But the 
important question to ask is whether or 
not lasting fruit was the outcome.  As one 
old preacher told me years ago, “What 
matters is not how high you jump (when 
you’re praising the Lord) but how straight 
you walk when you come down.”   

Everything ultimately rests on Ye-
shua.  He is the Lamb of God that was 
slain on Passover.  Scripture tells us, “Ev-
eryone who believes in Him will not be 
disappointed.”(Rom. 10:11, NAS) Elijah 
was disappointed, discouraged, disillu-
sioned, and depressed in spite of the im-
pressive display of God’s power.  The only 
thing that seemed to be different the next 
day was that 850 false prophets were dead 
and it was raining after the 3 year drought.  
Elijah fled south to Sinai where he was 
confronted by God.  In this encounter he 
was again exposed to dramatic fireworks 
– a powerful wind breaking the mountain 
into pieces, an earthquake and fire.  But I 
Kings 19:11,12 says that the Lord was not 
in those things. The inference is that God 
was present only in the still small voice 
that followed.  Even then, Elijah had dif-
ficulty seeing what God had purposed.

Perhaps we also erroneously look 
to big names, frantic activity and flashy 
techniques and call it revival.  Passover 

ultimately holds the key to revival because 
Passover is the beginning of all things in-
cluding revival.  It is the Exodus from 
Egypt.  It is the first feast in the yearly cycle 
of holidays.  It is the time, when after the 
wilderness journey, Israel crossed the Jor-
dan River.  The men of Israel were circum-
cised (having neglected this foundational 
commandment for 40 years) and reentered 
into covenant with God. That new genera-
tion celebrated Passover for the first time in 
the Promised Land.  

In King Hezekiah’s day, Israel celebrated 
a unique Passover in Jerusalem.  The re-
newal of the feast brought together men 
from a number of the northern tribes that 
had been estranged from the southern 
kingdom of Judah since the split after the 
death of Solomon.  That Passover was such 
a blessed occasion that they celebrated 
for two weeks (they gladly ate matzah 7 
days longer than was necessary! II Chron. 
30:23) King Josiah led a great revival. He 
removed the idolatrous abominations from 
the land and set the House of the Lord in 
order. The culmination of this revival was 
the entire nation celebrating the Passover. 
Scripture records that such a Passover had 
not been kept since the days of Samuel (II 
Chron. 35:18).  When the exiles returned 
from Babylon under Ezra, they were careful 
to keep the Passover (Ezra 6:19).

 And of course, Yeshua’s sacrificial death 
took place on Passover - the redemption of 
which we are recipients and participants to 
this day.  To revive is to bring back to life.

We needed to be brought back to life; we 
needed to be rescued from death.  It’s what 
Passover is about.  Egypt was a place of living 
death.  We were alive, yet, we were dead, cru-
elly consigned to bondage by our Egyptian task 
masters.  God revived us by taking us out of that 
place and bringing us into a place of life.  

Today we celebrate Passover, the commem-
oration of how God intervened on behalf of our 
forefathers and revived the nation. We also cele-
brate God sending His son Yeshua, the Passover 
lamb “who takes away the sin of the world!” 
( John1:29) Truly we have been revived.  We 
have passed from death unto life. 
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As the doors open to our humani-
tarian aid center, people begin to file in 
from the queue gathered in the stair-
well. Sitting behind her narrow desk is 
a kind woman, smiling her welcome. 
This is Svetlana or “Svyeta” – literally, 
the face of Tents of Mercy’s humani-
tarian aid program. For some 12 years 
now she has lovingly received all who 
have entered our doors in need of as-
sistance. Svyeta is a gifted listener and 
has heard many sorrowful stories and 
has offered in return words of hope, en-
couragement and acceptance. 

Svyeta explained that many folks 
come not only to receive food and 
clothing but to talk and even more 
importantly, have someone listen to 
their story. A number of our clients 
held prominent positions in the for-
mer Soviet Union. It is a sad fact of life 
that in these days many former profes-
sionals have fallen on hard times. As I 
make my way to my office across the 
hall from Svyeta, I often see her sitting 
patiently as someone pours out their 
lament or maybe just shares a pleasant 
word or two.

Over the years many people have 
expressed their appreciation for the 
help they have received by writing Svy-
eta a note of thanks. Svyeta keeps every 
one of them neatly catalogued in a blue 
binder. Across these pages is a sample 
of these notes of thanks. Of course 
these letters not only reflect on Svyeta 
and Tents of Mercy but also on you, 
our dear ministry partners who have 
helped to stock our shelves with ample 
provisions to give to those in need. I am 
reminded of Paul’s words to the Corin-
thians: “as grace flows out to more and 
more people, it may cause thanksgiv-
ing to overflow and bring glory to 
God.” (II Cor. 4:15, CJB) 

By Marty Shoub

An Offering of Thanks 

Svyeta displaying her book of Thank Yous

Grateful recipient
Beautiful Tents of Mercy! You are 

doing a great deed by helping people in such 

difficult circumstances. This monthly food 

parcel is of great assistance. I wait for it and 

depend on it and you never disappoint! 

I wish you success, health and happiness! 

Continue in what you are doing!

Inna 

Wishing for more like you

I am very grateful
 to you all and especiall

y 

to Svetlana for her kind and sensitive 

approach to people. The support I received 

– clothes and food parcels – helped me to 

go through a very difficult 1.5 year pe
riod 

in my life (I was studying to be a
 nurse). 

I 

wish there
 were more peop

le like th
is in Isra

el, 

and then we’ll not have wars for 
sure. And 

of course, thank God for sending us such 

wonderful peo
ple. With gratit

ude,

Victoria 
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Atmosphere of acceptance

My wife and I want to express deep 

gratitude to Tents of M
ercy for the assis-

tance this organization gives to people who 

are in real need. We are also sincerely grate-

ful to your worker Svetlana for creati
ng an 

atmosphere in which one does not feel like
 a 

beggar receiving handouts.
Yakov & Eugenia 

~ Letters to Svetya ~

From an invalid
Tents of Mercy – what a fitting name for 

your organization! The woman I take care of – 

Sima – is an invalid from childhood. All her life 

she lived without a family, without children and 

without the pleasures of life. Before her 70th 

birthday a friend referred me to you. When 

I came, I received so much kindness and help 

from your worker, Svyeta. I received groceries 

for Sima, but besides that, we found a very 

beautiful blue dress for her which she wore for 

her birthday. I haven’t seen such happiness in 

her eyes for a long time!
You do a very needed and kind work. 

Thank you! May God give you all strong 

health and success!

From Sima and Asya 

From a single mother

I want to th
ank Tents of 

Mercy with 

all my heart for
 helping many people who 

are in need of help – pensioners, lonely 

people like me – women who, in the course 
of 

life, rem
ained alone with little children. M

y 

friends also thank you – I was able to help 

them with clothes I found in your cente
r.

I especia
lly want to th

ank Svetlana. She 

always greets 
us with a smile and tries to 

help 

personally in any way she can.

May God give you all much health, 

strength, well-being and all the b
est in life

.

Natalia

From pensioners
I receive these gifts (of groceries), so useful 

and timely, every month. It is like a celebration! 

In spite of my health, in spite of the weather or 

my frame of mind – a call to Svetlana always 

brings assurance, strength and a will to come to 

the center. And after every trip: a happy mood 

remains for a long time.You are doing a very kind and useful work 

for us - the pensioners. You people have kind 

hands, hearts and souls. My husband and I 

thank you all very much. We wish you continued 

success doing good to people for a long-long 

time to come.

Olga & Vladimir 

Father of a wounded soldier

As a result of the 2nd Lebanon War 

our son Roman was seriously wounded. 

His recuperation required much moral and 

material strength and resources. 
Among 

those helping him in this complex process, 

assistance from your organization was very 

significant. We were touched by the kindness 

you showed when visiting him in the hospital. 

We and our son’s fr
iends were amazed by the 

sensitivity, tact and attention expressed by 

members of your organization. 

We thank you for the attention and 

sensitivity shown to us during our son’s 

recuperation. Your material assistance was 

also a great help! With gratitude,

Sincerely yours,

K family

From an orthodox woman
Dearest! The first tent of mercy was 

pitched in the desert by Abraham who 

showed the whole world what “mercy” is and 

what it means “to love your neighbor.” I, my 

family, my 4 children and 2 grandchildren 

are dressed in the clothes we received from 

your center. Some people dress at Versace or 

Valentino, but we dress at Tents of Mercy, 

and believe me, we always receive lots of 

compliments. Your assistance helps us, and 

this is mercy that always sets Jewish people 

apart. Helping each other is what makes 

people different from animals. Thank you for 

your humanity and kindness.

Anna 




