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and barged into the meeting, disrupting proceedings
for 3 hours. Several congregational members were
physically accosted, and congregational leader, Howard
Bass was pushed into the small wading pool set up for
the immersion ceremony. Some 70 police officers were
called in to restore order.

Just over one year later lawyers for Nahalat Yeshua
filed a lawsuit against leaders of the demonstration for
violating the congegation’s rights to freedom of religion
and freedom of religious expression. The trial got un-
derway only last June and resumed on November 23,
2009. Proceedings have since been postponed until
March 2010 due to a strike by court stenographers.
Howard Bass has been very clear that no one should
construe this lawsuit as an attack on the Israeli people
or the Orthodox community. His purpose is to expose
the injustice that occurred and send a message that vio-
lent intimidation of Messianic Jews is not acceptable.

During the feast of Purim, March 2008, a bomb
disguised as a traditional Purim gift basket was left
on the doorway of David and Leah Ortiz’ residence in

eah’s teenage son Ami was the only family member home at the 
rapped the gift basket, the bomb exploded in his face. It is only 
saving grace of God that Ami survived the blast. For over a year, 
ed no information to the Ortiz family about any progress in the 
r police finally arrested a suspect, the gag order was lifted on 
Israeli newspapers reported that the alleged perpetrator was an 

American born, Jewish resident of a settlement near Ariel. The suspect has since 
confessed to planting the bomb at the Ortiz residence, along with a host of violent 
acts, including the murder of two Palestinian men. At his arraignment, the accused 
boasted that he had no regrets, and as Yeshua predicted, believed his actions were 
acceptable service to God (see, “Jewish-American Settler Charged With Murder”, The 
Wall Street Journal, Nov 12, 2009, cf. John 16:2).

There has been a lot of excellent information and analysis disseminated to the 
Messianic and Christian community on these two matters and I would encourage 
our readers to go to the following websites for more detailed information, www.
amiortiz.com  and www.israelprayer.com.p y Messianic Jews are a very small minority 
in Israel, less than a quarter of one percent of the population. Despite our small 
numbers, we have received a relatively large amount of press over the last year or 
so. Our focus in the media is in part due to the violent actions of those who are 
threatened by our presence in Israel.

In December 2009, another violent act against a Messianic Jew occurred in 
Beit Shean. Two Haredi men were arrested for setting fire to the car of a local 
Messianic resident. The vehicle was parked close to a police station and police 
surveillance cameras recorded the incident – arrests were made just a few hours 
after the incident occurred. The headline on the Jerusalem Post’s website read, 
“Haredim torched Messianic Jew’s Car.” Aside from the violent nature of this 
crime the most disturbing aspect of the article were the attitudes reflected in 
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the talk back comments left in response to the story. Many of the
responses justified the perpetrators and blamed the victim – a
position we are all familiar with from the comments made by those
who have terrorized Israelis and Jews around the world.

As a Messianic Jew my first reaction to these comments was
shock and disbelief – not the shock that Howard must have felt as he
was pushed over into the pool and certainly nothing in comparison
to the flood of fear and horror the Ortiz family must have suffered;
but still a very nagging uncertainty, “How could people be so cruel
and misguided?” It is important to remember that the voices on
“talkbacks” do not necessarily represent the average opinion of 
Israelis, but all these incidents together require us to pause and reflect
on these violent actions and the spiritual forces behind them.

What Does the Future Hold?
Yeshua warned us to expect opposition: “Remember what I told

you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted
me, they will persecute you too.” ( Jn 15:20) There have been
many awful things Christians have done to Jews over the centuries
that contribute to the sensitivities of the Jewish people to the Gospel.
It is important to take stock of these sad examples from our history,
but there is also a force at work in all people, Jews and Gentiles that
opposes God’s rule. (Remember, Paul’s example; he faced opposition
from both Jews and Gentiles.) Many people in Israel embraced
Yeshua’s message, but many did not. After so much negative witness to
the Jewish people, should we expect a more welcome reception?

There is a likelihood that opposition will increase. One Messianic
leader told me the other day, “If we are seeing this sort of reaction
when we are less than a quarter of one percent of the population, what
should we expect when we are one percent?” I am not making any 
predictions here, but I think the question is a valid one. To the majority 
of Israelis we do not represent a threat, but we are likely viewed with
some apprehension (see, Larry Derfner’s excellent article, “Jesus for
Jews,” Jerusalem Post, February 12, 2009). Yet to some members of 
the population, we represent a grave threat and already we have seen
violent reactions. There is no doubt that we are in a spiritual battle, not

against people but as Paul explained, “against the rulers, authorities 
and cosmic powers governing this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realm.” (Eph 5:12)

We Must Respond
Considering the nature of this spiritual battle we need to respond 

in four ways. The first three are similar: pray, pray, pray. The Body 
of Messiah worldwide needs to be aware of what is at stake. The 
spiritual future of Israel is crucial to the whole world. This is not a 
local battle, but the epicenter (to borrow a well known and accurate 
phrase) of the battle for God’s rule on earth. Intercession for lifting 
the veil from Jewish - Israeli eyes and for courage and protection for 
the Messianic body here is everyone’s business. The next required 
response is especially for us who have been given the task to repre-
sent Yeshua in his homeland. We need to be very clear that we will 
walk in love and forgiveness towards those who hate and oppose us. 
There is no room for bitterness or rejection. God’s love is courageous 
in the face of opposition (I Co 13:7) and forgives those who trespass 
against us (Mat 6:12).

These two cases are currently before Israeli courts – please pray for 
God’s will to be done in these matters as it is in heaven. Please also be-
seech the courts of heaven for the Messianic Body in Israel that what-
ever we may face we will walk in love, courage and forgiveness.

“The wicked lie in wait for the righteous, seeking their very 
lives; but the Lord will not leave them in their power or let them 
be condemned when brought to trial.” Psalm 37:32,33 (NIV)

Save The Dates! OCT. 19-28, 2010

ISRAEL CONFERENCE & TOUR 
with Tikkun, Tents of Mercy & Revive Israel

✱ See ISRAEL through local eyes
✱ Engage in strategic experiences for God’s end-time purposes

✱ Build lasting relationships with Israeli believers
Details to follow in the February issue…or write to

ohalei@netvision.net.il
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A
frica is a diverse and
colorful continent,
home to 40 coun-

tries, thousands of languages
and people groups. The con-
tinent is a showcase of diver-
sity: magnificent virgin land-
scapes and vast wild life living 
harmoniously together as God
created them.  

Africa is on the verge of 
dramatic change. For decades
her God-given riches have
been ravished by foreign
exploiters and corrupt
domestic leadership. Sons and
daughters of Africa have been
victims of some of the most
intense poverty the world has
known, all the while living in a
land of wealth and plentiful natural resources. This
gap between the people of Africa’s poverty and the
immense natural riches of the land remains a puzzle
to observers from outside the continent.

I was born and raised in Africa, in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. I am an African but I am also a

Jew so  I made aliyah to Israel, the Land of 
my forefathers when I was just a teenager. 
I have vivid memories from my childhood 
of the heart wrenching sights of my own 
people, children my age, with hunger swelled 
stomachs crying in the arms of their skeleton- 
sized mothers. The hunger and poverty 
around me only made the tensions between 
the different diverse groups and tribes even 
worse. The result has been a heavy and 
traumatic yoke on the backs of the people. 

Last October, I had the privilege of 
returning to Africa, to the nation of Kenya. 
My Tents of Mercy teammates, Marty Shoub 
and Marc Chopinsky and I had been invited 
to participate in the 3rd annual Israel/
Africa prayer conference organized by “The 
Africa/Israel Prayer Alter.” The Alter is an 
intercessory team dedicated to pray and 
intercede for Israel and bring the countries 

of Africa back into relationship with Israel. The theme of the conference was Genesis 
49:10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruling staff from between 
his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the gathering of the people.”

Marty Shoub, Marc Chopinsky and I were the main guests of the events. We 
shared, taught and worshiped in Hebrew and Swahili together with our African 
hosts. Many pastors and leaders from Africa attended the conference. Nine African 

An African

Israeli

in Kenya
By Avi Tekle
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nations were represented: Kenya, Sudan, Tanzania, Burundi,
Rwanda, DRC, Somalia, Uganda, and Ethiopia (I was proud to
represent both Israel and Ethiopia). 

The conference was saturated with the sweet aroma of God’s
Spirit.  During the confer-
ence the Holy Spirit re-
vealed to us that the Mes-
sianic promise of Genesis
49:10 assures us that Yeshua
has always been and will al-
ways be God’s appointed
ruler. In these days, Yeshua
is gathering people from
every nation who will ac-
knowledge His dominion
as Israel’s King and King 
of Kings. We all sensed the
Holy Spirit meshing us in a
common thread of destiny 
for our respective nations;
establishing and connecting 
Africa and Zion. Many tears
were shed at the altar for the fullness of Israel to come through the
revelation of the Messiah. We called out to God to bring in the full-
ness of the Gentile nations so that the blindness would be removed
from Israel’s eyes; as it is written: “blindness in part has hap-
pened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”
(Romans 11:25) Many believers stood in proxy for their nations,
renouncing the animosity their leaders have shown towards Israel.
Hearts were rekindled to a new bond with Israel. 

One memorable highlight of the event was when a precious
Sudanese pastor came forward to pray and repent on behalf of his
nation’s attitude towards Israel. We were inspired by his humility 
and brokenness to invite all the delegates to come and walk under a
Jewish prayer shawl (a tallit), as a sign of a covenantal relationship and
a declaration to stand with Israel. All the participants came forward
one after the other and walked under the spread shawl. We witnessed

the glory and pleasure of God in seeing African believers, who because 
they love the King of Israel, bind Israel to a special place in their hearts. 
It was as if heaven met earth. We sensed that in the Spirit a bridge for 
blessing was erected between Africa and Israel. 

One of the distinctive 
riches that God has bestowed 
on African people is the gift 
of prayer and intercession. 
I was deeply touched to 
see the humility, passion, 
and boldness exhibited in 
the prayers of my African 
brothers and sisters. I believe 
this prayer altar for Israel 
will be instrumental and 
powerful in the hands of 
God to mobilize and change 
structures and strongholds.

In the midst of growing 
world anti-Semitism, God is 
raising His servants to wake 
up and distance themselves 
from the system of nations 

coming against Israel. In this sense, Africa is at a crossroads. Nations 
in the continent are contemplating which way to go. Islam is exerting 
tremendous pressure on all of Africa and the conscience of the nations 
is split. We came with a voice to encourage and remind our brethren 
that in spite of all these difficulties, God is recruiting a faithful remnant. 
At the end of the conference we exhorted and charged the ministry 
leaders and pastors to return to their countries, cities and towns to be 
a voice to prepare the way of the Lord.

Marc, Marty and I left very encouraged with a fresh hope that as 
this movement continues in the grassroots of the African nations, it 
will provide a key that will release the blessings that have been blocked 
from flowing in the continent. I believe God will transform Africa’s 
dark history into a bright future of destiny. God promised that all 
who bless the seed of Abraham will be blessed themselves. May God 
speedily fulfill His word of blessing for Africa in the days ahead.  




