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Moshe Morrison

In 1996, I began teaching the first Bar Mitzvah
class of Ohalei Rachamim. My first four students were my
son Rami, Ygal, Andrey and Dima. Ten years have passed
and I want to focus in this article on Andrey who has recently
finished his army service and has returned to serve at Tents
of Mercy. Dima also has completed his time in the military
and he also has a call on his life. Well look at his story in
another issue of Oasis. Rami still has another six months
in the Israel Defense Forces and Ygal still has another two
years because he did additional studies before entering the
IDF.
Andrey is 22 and came to Israel from the Ukraine
at the age of 12, with his believing parents and older brother.
This Bar Mitzvah training was one of the first things Andrey

did after the family started attending Ohalei Rachamim and
he hardly knew any Hebrew. Part of the preparation was
learning the melody of the portion he would chant from the
Torah. We laugh about it now because the tape he practiced
with was produced in Brooklyn and when he sang his portion
he did it with a slight New York accent. When Andrey
learned to speak Hebrew, he and my son Judah became best
friends.
Though the Bar Mitzvah was a new and exciting
experience, Andrey remembers the classes we had for the
young teens making even more of a deep impression on
him. At that time we were in the old warehouse across the
road from our present synagogue and since we were limited
in space we met in my eleven-seater Ford van. Several of
us rotated teaching those sessions. Andrey also remembered
a message given by Michelle T. who was leading the
congregational youth group at that time. It had to do with
praising God in the midst of very difficult circumstances.
Several years later in the midst of challenging times in his
life, the words of that message returned to help him.
All these things were like seeds being prepared for
a harvest, for Andrey still had not given his heart fully to
the Lord. But it happened in the summer of 1999 at the
Souled Out youth camp. During a time of group prayer a
warm and soft feeling from heaven came over him. It was
the most wonderful thing I have ever felt in my whole life,
is how he describes it. It was the love of God  not something
far off, but close at hand. Later on that same day he began
to reflect on the holiness of God and saw his own sinfulness.
He knew he had a choice to make; either to go on trying to
direct his own life or give it over completely to Yeshua.
When he chose the latter something dramatic changed on
the inside. He knew he was a different person, all heaviness
lifted and he was filled with happiness. The Bible came
alive. He realized that he wanted to do something  to give
to others some of what he received.
The next couple of years were a whirlwind of
activity; youth group, worship team, conferences, many
meetings deeply experiencing the presence of God. Andrey
was the drummer for Corban Chai (Living Sacrifice) the
youth worship band of our congregation that Judah led.
They were extremely popular with young Israeli believers
all over the country. Many of their songs were written by
Judah and are part of the regular worship of many Israeli
congregations.
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In 2003, after spending 3 months on Cyprus at a
discipleship training camp, Andrey entered the Israel Defense
Forces. He prayed that the will of God be done regarding
where he would serve. His greatest desire was to share
Yeshua with others. He was assigned to drive a tank.
During his three years of service he saw action in the Gaza
strip and was in life-threatening situations. On several
occasions it was very clear that God intervened to spare his
live and those with him. It was the most difficult time he
ever had faced; physically, emotionally and spiritually. God
not only kept Andrey alive, He kept his faith intact. Andrey
trusted in the fact that God put him there and prayed that
Yeshua would be manifest not only in his words, but in how
he lived.
All along, the love of God for young people never
left his heart. He knew what it was like to struggle through
the difficulties of youth and wanted to help them grow and
develop. To let them know that that there was someone
there for them. When Andrey finished the army he traveled

to the United States for two months. He sought the Lord
for a vision for his future. He had been invited by several
ministries to work with them, but he laid it all down before
God. Upon his return, Andrey received a call from Sasha,
the current leader of Tents of Mercys youth group. He
invited Andrey to come and work with the young people
here. It was even a job with a salary! The Lord made it
clear that this was his place. For the last three months he
has been serving about 25 kids between the ages of 12 to
18. His vision is to build a strong community of young
people from Bar/Bat Mitzvah on up. He is believing God
for their own youth center. Andrey says, God began my
life here and I feel we need to keep it up for others.
This is real fruit. This young man, having been
raised up in our midst, has come full circle to take his place
in the community. Andrey is here to give what he has
received from God to others who are following behind him.
May we see this multiplied over and over again. May it be
a hallmark of our ministries that as our people mature in
God their desire is to serve. Not just in Ohalei Rachamim
but everywhere the Lord opens doors.

He still walks these shores
Ygal, Andrey, Dima and Rami, Bar Mitzvah class of 1996

Come and see what God is doing in
Galilee these days.
Join Tents of Mercy and Revive Israel
for our spring conference.

Esthers Call
Andrey on his tank

A young servant takes his place
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Our vision:
Tents of Mercy - to participate in todays historic
exodus by assisting Israels returning exiles.
No spectators in the kingdom - to be a
worshiping, sharing community based
in homes, equipping each one for service.
Come back Yeshua - to welcome Yeshua
home to Israel, by restoring the Jewish
roots of New Covenant faith.
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Marty Shoub

The sweeping panorama from atop Shavei Tsions roof
This summer, Haifa, the city on the slopes of Mt.
Carmel was under attack. Fire fell on the mountain but not the
sort Elijah called down. This was a different fire  not from
heaven but from Hizballah. Fire from Katyushas brought this
busy city to a standstill for some 6 weeks.
For us who live in the north, Haifa is our capital. The
familiar Israeli proverb explains, In Jerusalem you pray, In
Tel Aviv you play but in Haifa you work. There is real truth

For over three years Leon sought to find a suitable
place. Time after time he would enter negotiations for a lease
(these things take time in Israel) and time after time negotiations
would break down. On three occasions Leon and the owners
had reached an agreement in principle and needed only to sign
the final documents when the deal was cancelled at the last
moment. Always it was the same  fear of reprisals from anti
messianic instigators.
I was very frustrated, Leon explained. I would
work for months to get a contract and each time it would
collapse without any apparent reason. After the last refusal
God spoke to me, the next time would work. Two weeks
before the war started Leon met with a Haifa businessman to
inquire about a long term lease on a downtown building. One
week later they had signed off on the deal and Shavei Tsion
had a home.

VISION AND CALL
Childrens Sukkot Party

A building does not make a congregation but there is
a spiritual correspondence here. Just as the early Zionist
pioneers established a beach head of Jewish communities and
structures in Israel, so the establishment of a building in

to this, Haifa is the blue collar bastion of Israeli industry and
technical know-how. But for Leon Mazin and the congregation
of Shavei Tsion, Haifa is a field white unto harvest.
Shavei Tsion Congregation (Returnees to Zion) marks
its 5th anniversary this December. Haifa has churches a plenty
but Leon desired to see a congregation of believers that would
express their identity and heritage of Messianic Jewish worship.
What started out as a home group quickly grew into a Messianic
congregation. Leon and these first Returnees boldly preached
the good news and just as in Elijahs day many new believers
returned back to the God of Israel.

FINDING A HOME

The fledgling congregation quickly outgrew their home
fellowship and settled into a new facility. Within a few months
they were forced to move out as anti-messianic forces pressured
the building owners to turn Leon and his flock away. With no
facility they settled for renting meeting time in Haifas
Arab/Jewish Peace Center. This was intended as a stop-gap
until the congregation could find a new home.

Misha and Leon
downtown Haifa creates a focal point of spiritual activity. Leon
cannot say for sure if the years of waiting were from opposition
or according to Gods sovereign choice but he clearly sees the
hand of God in providing this facility. Located on the top floor
of a five storey building the lease comes with access to the
magnificent flat top roof. From the viewpoint one looks out
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over Haifa bay, the downtown skyline and Mt. Carmel looming
up behind. Leon remarked, As soon as I looked out from the
roof I knew this was it. To the east is Haifas famous sail
shaped government building, to the north is the port, the center
of economic activity and the site marking historic aliyah. To
the south are the Bahai Gardens, a stark reminder of our
calling to raise the banner of truth and preach the good news
and to the west is Mt. Carmel, Gods memorial to His covenant
faithfulness to Israel set in immovable stone. Leon saw the
dynamics of Shavei Tsions call represented in the sweeping
vista of their roof line.
Leon: As I looked out over the view God spoke to
me to establish a pray center not only for our congregation
but as a focal point of intercession for Israel for believers from
all over the world. God has deposited in Leon Mazin a
visionary heart. But here is no dreamer sidelined in
contemplation. Leon is a get your hands dirty; tuck in your
shirt doer of the first order. In five years Shavei Tsion has:
Established a Russian speaking messianic newspaper with
a distribution in 10 countries of over 12,000 copies. The
Russian version of Oasis is now being distributed in shops
across Haifa.
Planted a congregation in Nazareth and opened a soup
kitchen there. Leon also pastors this congregation. God is
raising up local leaders, Alexei B. and Pinchas Y. in this work.
Established a discipleship/leadership program. No one is
called to work independently. Leon is assisted in shepherding
Shavei Tsion by Misha M., Ephraim K. and Sasha B. Along
with these three leaders they are training and discipling other
young leaders for the work of the ministry.
And just recently opened a mens homeless shelter with a
focus on alcohol and drug recovery. In the midst of a move
into a new facility and on the heels of a war that wasnt exactly
conducive to planning, Shavei Tsion has partnered with a
believing farmer couple to start a shelter for homeless men
who struggle with substance abuse. This is an exciting new
project. The men work on the farm, providing much needed
labor and learning valuable skills. At the same time they are
finding freedom in the Messiah from drug and alcohol
bondages.This is all without having any settled base of
operations!
Leons energy and passion emerges out of his deep
conviction that our time for action is now. He told me, I
believe we are getting close to a time that requires us to

increase our effectiveness. We must be salt and light like
Yeshua. Our effectiveness is built on our intimate connection
to Yeshua and our partnership with believers from around the
world.
Activity without the Spirits guidance and leading is
vain; working in partnership with others activates the Body of
Messiah to function according to our biblical pattern and
purpose. There are opportunities here for believers from the
nations to partner together with Shavei Tsion in vibrant and
substantial ways.
God has provided Shavei Tsion a wonderful new
facility with an awesome view. The Spirit is speaking to us to
lift up our eyes and survey the expansive horizon. The fields
are white unto harvest and the master commends us to work
while it is yet day. The backdrop of Mt Carmel serves as a
witness to Gods passion to restore His people even when their
hearts are far from Him.
Please pray for Leon, his wife Nina and the other
workers mentioned in this article. God has given them a huge
commission and there is opposition in the heavenly realms.
The fire of heaven still falls today to turn Israel back to her
God. If you would like to get in contact with Leon you can
email him at: leon_m@netvision.net.il.

Nina and Leon on the roof
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