Publication of Tents of Mercy Congregation (Ohalei Rachamim) - Volume 7, Issue 12

Stephan Silver was at home enjoying some well
earned time off when he heard the news of Cpl. Shalits
capture. Immediately his officer training prompted him into
action. Within minutes he was packed and organizing troop
details for his unit to mobilize
Stephan serves as a 1st Lieutenant in the IDF. This
21 year old is second in command of a combat company of
90 soldiers. His unit is responsible to patrol along the
Lebanese border. The IDF has trained and equipped Stephan
well but as the Second Lebanon war raged on Stefan
experienced the miraculous power of God that no hi-tech
weapon could match.
A week into the war, Stefan and his men were in a
border town loading their gear off a truck when news came
that 5 IDF soldiers on a mission in Lebanon had been killed
in an ambush. In the ensuing retrieval mission, 4 bodies
were recovered but one remained. Stefan went back over
the border with two tanks to recover the last fallen comrade.
Hizballah was also in pursuit of the body but by Gods
grace Stefan and his men prevailed.
This was the first of many dangerous missions
Stefan led during the war. Time and again Stefan faced
ambushes, rocket attacks, booby traps and road mines. At
the start of each new and dangerous mission Stefan would
broadcast over his tanks internal radio these words of hope
and faith to his men:
He who dwells in the secret place of the Most
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I
will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress;
my God; in Him I will trust. Surely He will deliver you
from the snare of the fowler and from the perilous
pestilence. He shall cover you with His feathers, and
under His wings you shall take refuge. His truth shall
be your shield, and buckler. You shall not be afraid of
the terror by night; nor the arrow that flies by day; nor
of the pestilence that walks in darkness, nor of the
destruction that lays waste at noonday. A thousand may
fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand;
but it shall not come near you. (Psalms 91:1-7)
Tanks can be cumbersome when facing guerrilla
warfare. Though powerful, they are not as mobile as infantry
and their huge diesel engines and track treads can be heard
a long ways off. Many of the villages of south Lebanon
served as cover for Hizballah guerrillas seeking to set
ambushes for Israeli armor. Stefan was all too familiar with
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this risk. I was afraid. Sometimes my heart was really
pumping but I knew that nothing would happen to me. I
had a sense of assurance  deep down I knew I was
protected.
Faith is not the absence of fear but rather setting
ones will to move forward even when fearful emotions are
in play. Stephans prayer for protection was Lord, even
though we are in this big noisy tank make us invisible 
Stefan saw comrades die before his eyes: The
hardest part of the war was seeing the young men killed. I
would be thinking what it would be like for their mothers.
How would they take the news that their sons had been
killed?
For Stephans own mother, Josie, these matters were
a constant motivation for prayer:
I was in my own war. I had to quickly take hold
of my thoughts and force myself to believe the Word of God.
Many nights I would spend on the floor on my face crying.
So often I had no words but the Lord knows the heart. I
didnt need words  my heart cry was all God needed to
know what I was saying.
Josie is an intercessor with deep experience in
coming before the Lord on behalf of others but the war took
her to new depths of prayer. There are prayers that only
mothers truly know. Stefans simple prayer for protection
was joined in the heavenly realms by the deep cry of a
mothers love.
Our soldiers faced many difficulties and fought
with honour and courage. Over 100 made the ultimate
sacrifice for the nation by laying down their lives for Eretz
Yisrael. Many mothers have been bereaved of their children.
We honour these young fallen heroes but we do them no
disservice by marveling at the answer to Stefan and Josies
prayers. Though under heavy fire and rocket attacks, not
one of Stefans company of 90 men was even injured.
Stefans company is part of a battalion of 700 men; not one
soldier was killed from this battalion. This is truly the secret
place of the Most High. One of Stefans fellow deputy
company commanders could only ponder with incredulity,
I dont understand how you havent been hit yet. It is like
you guys are invisible!
Stefan will soon finish his 4 years of duty and is
looking forward to civilian life. But he knows being a soldier
in Israels army is to stand against spiritual forces opposed
to God who are endeavoring to thwart His sure and
unshakable promises. Stefan explained, I know there is a
spiritual dimension to this conflict. The war was to stop
Katyushas but I know I was also defending Israel in the
spiritual realm. Because I know God is with me I did not
let fear overtake me. He gave me the confidence to do what
I needed to do. Buoyed by a mothers prayers, this young
man can truly say, the Lord, He is my refuge and my
fortress; my God; in Him I will trust.
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Stephan camoflaged up for combat

Our vision:
Tents of Mercy - to participate in todays historic
exodus by assisting Israels returning exiles.
No spectators in the kingdom - to be a
worshiping, sharing community based
in homes, equipping each one for service.
Come back Yeshua - to welcome Yeshua
home to Israel, by restoring the Jewish
roots of New Covenant faith.
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Eric Morey
Founding Elder, Kehilat Poriya

Kehilat Poriya was started in
May 2005 with a vision to build a homebased congregation which will teach the
Word of God; offer the Lords salvation;
help people to love God with all their
heart, soul and strength and to love their
neighbors as themselves; to be governed
by a plurality of elders; a true community
(not just a series of meetings). We are
modeling the congregation on our best
sense of the first century church as
described in the New Testament. Poriya
is the Hebrew word for fruitful. We
are asking the Lord to help us live up to
our name and give us fruit that will
endure.
The Lord directed us to be
accountable within the Tents of Mercy
family of congregations, and we are so
grateful that He directed us in this way.
The help, maturity and wisdom of the
Tents of Mercy leadership have been a
HUGE BLESSING to us!
Our town, Poriya Illit is in the
beautiful Galilee area and overlooks the
Sea of Galilee, the area where Yeshua
spent most of His life. Our village has
a unique characteristic: more than 16%
of the residents are born-again Messianic
believers (both Jewish and Gentile).
This is MORE THAN 80 TIMES THE
NATIONAL AVERAGE. The national
average is less than two tenths of one
percent (less than 10,000 in a population
of 6 million).
Most of us live in the village,
within easy walking distance of each
others homes. We get together not only
on Shabbat and on Wednesdays, but
informally many times during the week.
We also have a prayer and worship
meeting for an hour and a half every
morning in the home of our co-elder
Ronnen Venter. We truly are becoming
a COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS.
To date, the majority of our
congregants are English-speaking
immigrants, and we conduct the meetings
in Hebrew, with English translation.
However, we are very dedicated to
bringing the Gospel to our neighbors
who are primarily native-born Israelis.
Most of us are very active in evangelism.
In a recent new-age festival held across
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the lake, more than half of our congregants participated in
presenting the Gospel to these spiritually-seeking Israelis.
In one day recently, my wife Terri was able to share
her faith with three native Israelis: with Yaniv our
veterinarian, with Micah our gardener and with an old friend
(Sarit, a CPA we originally met in our business). Sarit
willingly dedicated four hours of her busy life to asking
questions about our faith and gratefully received much
evangelical material. That same evening Daniel, another
native-born Israeli (already a believer) received the baptism
in the Holy Spirit in our mid-week meeting. PRAISE THE
LORD!
The recent war in Lebanon motivated us to increase
our efforts in evangelism, as the people of Israel are getting
increasingly depressed about the prospects for peace and
disillusioned with their governmental and spiritual
authorities. They are more and more open to the Good News
of Yeshua.
During the war several of us went to Kiryat Shmona
and Nahariya, two of the hardest-hit areas (more than 100
missiles a day at times) to bring Hebrew Bibles including,
of course, the New Testament. We realized that our witness
during the war would mean so much more to them, that as
we went forth our own faith and confidence in the Lords
protection deepened.
One family living very close to the Lebanese border,
with whom we shared before and during the war, have
warmly invited us to return. We have made three visits,
hoping on the next visit the entire family will become true
candidates for the Kingdom. We believe Hadar, the woman
of the house, is ready to dedicate her life to Yeshua. Please
pray for the A family of the village of Sha-ar Yashuv
(which means The Remnant Will Return). We see the
remnant returning not only to their Land, but also to their
God in true relationship through Yeshua.
The war also brought an amazing miracle to the
Tiberias area. Of the more than 180 missiles that hit this
area, only six actually struck any buildings. The rest fell
in open areas or in the water. THAT IS A 97% MISS RATE!
ONLY THE LORD COULD HAVE PROTECTED US IN
THIS WAY! In Tiberias there were no fatalities and only
light injuries. Other places had many more than 180 missiles,
and tragically there were fatalities, but I believe the miss
rate was probably similar.
Recently, several new immigrant families moved
into Poriya, and it looks like four of them will be joining
us. All of them are very mature in the Lord and have much
ministry experience. We are becoming a congregation of
leaders poised for growth. This fits our growth model,
which is to remain a house congregation, and to grow by
helping reproduce other house congregations.
Several of us are able to travel out of Israel from
time to time and bring the WORD OF THE LORD OUT
OF ZION to the nations. Our congregants have already

gone out to Germany, Holland, many parts of the USA and
to South Africa. I speak often on the subject of Islam, and
my wife Terri is a fireball in the area of Aliyah (the return
of the Jewish people to their ancient homeland in Israel).
She speaks regularly on this subject and we have helped
several families through this process.
We covet your prayers for Kehilat Poriya and the
Tents of Mercy family of congregations, for Israel, for the
return of the Jewish people to their ancient homeland and
for their salvation.

PRESENTING

Tents of Mercys Latest Worship CD

Featuring original songs in Hebrew, Russian and English

Purchase at our online store:
www.tents-of-mercy.org (under resources link)
or send a check for $15
made out to Tents of Mercy Online Store to
River of Life
539 Highway 83/84
Abilene, TX 79602
Attn: Tai Ann McClendon
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