
3July 2012

A Publication of Tents of Mercy Congregation (Ohalei Rachamim) - Volume 12, Issue 7

T raditionally, Christian 
commentators have 
observed an “all 

nations” emphasis in the Gospel 
of Luke. For example, Luke is 
famous for including the angels 
declaration: “on earth peace, 
goodwill toward [all] men” 
(Luke 2:14). Only Luke records 
the stories of God’s favor to the 
Gentile widow in Zarepath 
and Naaman the Syrian (Luke 
4:25-27). In contrast to 
Matthew (The Gospel written 
to Messianic Jews), Yeshua’s 
mission statement is cast in 
universalistic terms (compare 
Luke 4:18,19 with Matthew 
15:24). I am not disputing 
what many keen scholars have 
observed in Luke’s Gospel but 
it seems to me that Luke wanted 
his Gentile audience to know 
that the savior of the world is 
also the King of Israel.

“He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; 
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32,33).

Gabriel’s words to Miriam (Mary) are packed with significance 
for both Jews and Gentiles. The Savior is a king - not just any king but 
the promised descendant of David who will rule over “the House of 
Jacob forever”. With all the wonderful attributes and qualities of 
Yeshua we sometimes overlook His most obvious feature -  Yeshua is 
a King. The word “Messiah” or Christ is not Yeshua’s last name, but 
the fitting epithet to His core characteristic. Yeshua is the anointed 
one, anointed to be King.

Let’s unpack the angel Gabriel’s declaration.
“He will be called the Son of the Highest” 

In its most immediate sense, this is not a trinitarian formulation 
but a hearkening back to God’s promise to David regarding his heir:

“I will be His Father, and He shall be my Son” (I Chronicles 
17:13).

Psalm two reiterates this same promise, “‘I have set My king 
on My holy hill of Zion’. I will declare the decree: The Lord 
said to me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten you’” 
(Psalm 2:6,7). The “decree” in reference here is the word spoken to 
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Our Vision:

Tents of Mercy - to participate in today’s historic exodus by 
assisting Israel’s returning exiles.

No spectators in the Kingdom - to be a worshiping, sharing 
community based in homes, equipping each one for service.

Come back Yeshua - to welcome Yeshua home to Israel, by 
restoring the Jewish roots of New Covenant faith.
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line whose “throne will be established 
forever” (I Chronicles 17:14). This is the 
same promise Gabriel makes to Miriam - 
Yeshua is the long awaited king who will sit 
on David’s throne forever. 

Before God promised David that the 
Messiah King would be His son, the Lord 
made this declaration regarding the nation:  
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Israel is My son, 
My firstborn’” (Exodus 4:22). Israel is 
God’s son, God’s chosen, who stands in 
unique, intimate relation with Him. But 
as the representative head of the nation, 
the Messiah King is the Son. Kings are 
not only rulers, they are representatives. 
A brief purview of Israel’s history reveals 
an important pattern. When the king “did 
what was right in the eyes of the Lord” 
the nation was blessed, contrawise, when 
the king “did what was evil...” the nation 
faced the consequences. The hopes and 
aspirations of Israel were, and are wrapped 
up in the fortunes and character of her king. 

Why is this important for 
Gentiles to know?

Yeshua’s claim to David’s throne was not 
a temporary office replaced by His universal 
lordship. Let’s keep in mind that the angel 
Gabriel decreed Yeshua would rule over the 
house of Jacob forever. As Israel’s king, He 
also has the right to rule over the nations of 
the world. It was to David’s heir that the Lord 
promised, “I will give you the nations 
for your inheritance” (Psalm 2:8). This 
same King is to have dominion from the 
Mediterranean to the Salt Sea, and north 
to the Euphrates (Israel’s borders), and also 
“to the ends of the earth” (Psalm 72:8). 
This prophetic psalm also declares: “Yes 
all kings shall fall down before Him; all 
nations shall serve Him” (Psalm 72:11). 

It is instructive for us to consider that only 
“the Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Israel’s 
King, Revelation 5:5) has the authority 
to initiate God’s final world redemption 
program. Consider how many titles Yeshua 

has in the book of Revelation: “the first and 
the last”, “the living one”, “King of Kings”, 
“lamb who was slain” - just to name a few. 
Yet the title that identifies Yeshua as the 
king of Israel (See, Genesis 49:9,10) is the 
title that the angel uses to identify Him as 
the only one in heaven and earth worthy to 
“open the scroll” (Revelation 5:3-5). We 
cannot separate Yeshua’s universal lordship 
from His identity as Israel’s king. We should 
not neglect the truth that Yeshua, King of 
Kings is still the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, 
Israel’s king. As the world is moving towards 
that date with destiny when all the seals 
are opened and all the decrees determined 
therein unfold within history, it is Israel’s king 
who makes it so. It is to Him that the Father 
has promised all nations as an inheritance.

Most of us worshipping in churches have 
a hard time conceiving of “the Lord Jesus 
Christ” as the enduring political head of the 
Jewish nation. We don’t immediately think 
of Yeshua as Israel’s king, guiding the nation 
to her God-given destiny. But the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah is still on David’s throne. 
Whether Israel knows it or not, her king still 
rules over her affairs. If we can see this, then 
the whole “replacement” doctrine looses all 
credence - a king does not forsake his people. 

Likewise, most of us who worship in 
synagogues cannot conceive of Yeshua of 
Nazareth as the long awaited Messiah, the 
King of Israel. Whenever a Jew recognizes 
this truth, his perspective shifts. This means 
Messiah’s redemption and rule is not only 
future but present. Yeshua, the Messiah king, 
is currently ruling over His people Israel, 
bringing us back to the land of promise 
and back to the Lord our God. He is also 
presently fulfilling the universal messianic 
promise that traditionally we Jews have 
anticipated for a future time: He is presently 
taking from the Gentiles “a people for His 
name” (Acts 15:14). For Christians this 
also means a perspective shift - no matter 
what our ethnicity or nationality, we are 
deeply connected to Israel’s destiny because 
we are deeply connected to Israel’s king. 

The fate of the world and the fate of 
Israel are linked through Israel’s king. All 
of history is moving towards that day when 
Yeshua returns to Jerusalem to sit on David’s 
throne. In that day, the words of the prophet 
will be fulfilled: “And the Lord shall be 
King over all the earth. In that day it 
shall be – “The Lord is one,” And His 
name one” (Zechariah 14:9). 

Baruch HaBa
Conference 

DVD’s
are now available

to purchase for $50.

For ordering details, write to 
ohalei@netvision.net.il
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A fter 2000 years of exile, Israel is being 
re-birthed: 

In the Spirit - by prayer,
Through Politics - by diplomacy and 

the military,  
On the Land - by pioneering kibbutzim 

and other agricultural villages.
The re-birth on the land is fleshed out 

by living on it, connecting to it and farming 
the land so as to restore its fruitfulness. For 
over 100 years this has been a central and 
vital part of Zionism – pioneers cooperating 
together to settle the deserted places and 
make the land flourish once again.

THE VISION OF                      
THE OLIVE TREE RANCH

The vision of the Olive Tree Ranch 
is to help reconnect believers from Israel 
and abroad, with the “LAND” of the land 
of Israel. At the same time and through 
activities centered on restoring the land we 
are seeking to produce not only physical 
fruit, but spiritual and relational fruit as 
well. This aspect of “on the land” is an 
important, if occasionally forgotten, part of 
God’s restoration of Israel. It is a neglected 
dimension of restoration that needs to be 
present in the Messianic Jewish remnant in 
Israel. God’s promises and blessings are for 
all areas of life, including the land we live on 
and the fruit it produces. This is expressed 
throughout Scripture, often referring 
specifically to the land of Israel:  “If the 
LORD is pleased with us, He will bring 
us into this land, and will give it unto us, 
a land which is flowing with milk and 
honey” (Numbers 14:8).

The Olive Tree Ranch is located in an 
agricultural village on a hill surrounded by 
forests and farmland in the Eastern Galilee. 
So far it includes an olive grove, a fruit tree 
orchard, grape vines, a vegetable garden, 
and several goats. Here believers from Israel 
and the nations are jointly worshiping and 
working the land, in a practical outworking 
of the two branches of the Romans 11 olive 
tree. The primary spiritual connection and 
covering is Tents of Mercy, whose network 
congregations are among the users of the 
ranch. Other Israeli congregations and 

The Olive Tree Ranch
By David

groups also utilize the ranch, as do fellow 
believers from the nations. 

MAIN AREAS OF ACTIVITY
Our 3 main areas of activity are:

  Discipleship Internships 
  Children’s Outdoor Adventure
  Volunteer Service Opportunities 

DISCIPLESHIP INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAMS

Our heart is to encourage and equip 
believers, especially young men in the 18-
30 age range, with programs geared for 
Israelis in Hebrew and programs geared for 
visitors from abroad in English. The prophet 
declared: “the sons of the foreigner shall 
be your plowmen and your vinedressers” 
(Isaiah 61:5). We have had the joy of seeing 
young men from abroad literally fulfill this 
scripture as they work among the vines with 
pruning shears in hand!

The ranch offers Israelis a focused, 
healing environment away from the bustle 
of modern Israeli city life. Interns from 
abroad experience Israel as they live, work 
and worship together on the land.

The internship programs consist of:
Worship - Extended daily worship 

and prayer

Word - Daily teaching from the Bible by 
ranch staff and Israeli pastors

Work - Harvesting olives, tending 
grapevines, gardening, goat herding, 
volunteering at humanitarian aid centers, etc.

Wilderness - Weekly hikes and field 
trips into nature settings, biblical/historical 
archeological sites, etc.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE AND 
SCOUTING FOR CHILDREN OF 

ISRAELI CONGREGATIONS
Throughout the year, the Olive Tree 

Ranch hosts groups of children from Israeli 
congregations. We endeavor to make the 
Scriptures come alive with activities that that 
help the children experience how it must have 
felt to make mud bricks for Pharaoh in Egypt, 
or to fight the pagan Hellenists for the right 
to worship the God of Israel, as celebrated in 
Hanukkah, the Feast of Dedication.

Character traits such as cooperation 
and teamwork are applied through tangible, 
enjoyable games. We also acquaint the 
children with God’s blessing on the land, by 
growing fruits and vegetables, raising goats 
and just by being in and enjoying nature.

These activity days provide unique 
hands-on experiences and fun in an 

Devotional time with interns
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environment that is different from the kids’ 
daily urban routine.

VOLUNTEER
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

We work with groups and individuals who 
want to participate in hands-on serving:  
picking olives, gardening/landscaping at the 

ranch, cleaning up litter along the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee and other tasks.

The ranch and its activities are subsidized 
and made possible by donations given 
through Tikkun. Special thanks goes out to 
those who have already supported, prayed, 
worked on the ranch and volunteered with 
children’s programs!

“And the tree of the field will yield its 
fruit, and the earth will yield its increase, 
and they will be secure in their land; and 
they will know that I am the LORD, when 
I have broken the bars of their yoke, and 
have delivered them” (Ezekiel 34:27).  

Feel free to contact us at:
1olive.tree.ranch@gmail.com

Making mud bricks

Serving on the litter patrol at the Sea of Galilee

Working the land

Experiencing the olive harvest of Hosea 2 :22 Hanukkah reenactment
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