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UNSUNG HEROES

Recently, I saw two movies in which the
main character — the unsung hero — was
the person who gave up their own fame and
success to make someone else successful. By

Mt. Everest - Wikiphoto by W.M. Fuller

the end of each film, I was inspired by their
example. They were more appealing than
the “hero” they were serving.

willing to set aside my priorities? What will
it cost to make someone else successful?

What’s Your Concept of Success?
So, what is your concept of success?
Is it “being out front?” Is it getting your
name recognized? Or…is it making others
successful? If we take Yeshua’s teaching at
face value, we immediately understand His
approach to the question.
In Matthew 20, the Lord rebukes His
disciples for “one-upmanship.” They want
the better place.
He says, “In my kingdom, he who would be
great must serve everybody else.”
The goal is not “How much can I get and
when will people pay attention to me?” Rather
the goal is “How can I support, help, bless,
and equip the other person, enabling them to
achieve?”
In Philippians 2 the apostle tells us to
“prefer others before yourselves.” This is a
hard saying. My natural instinct is to relate
to life from within my own skin. How can
I possibly let go of me in order to make
someone else my priority? This requires a
change of heart. It requires the heart of God
inside me – Yeshua’s heart!
What did God mean when He said, in
Ezekiel 37, “I will take out the heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh?” This
touches my true, inner attitudes toward the
success of others. Do I resent them? When
someone legitimately asks for my help, am I

Overcoming Mt. Everest and
Deaf/Blindness
Tenzing Norgay was the Sherpa guide
who accompanied Sir Edmund Hillary in
the first ascent to Mt. Everest in history. On
an earlier expedition, Norgay saved Hillary’s
life, by acting instantly when Hillary fell
into an ice crevasse. This led to their
partnership in the future summit attempt.
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Unsung heroes are the real heroes.
Why do I say that?
Because that which is truly heroic is
sacrificial, and often unheralded. The acts of
unsung heroes enable the known heroes to
achieve heroism. These are the individuals
behind the scenes. In fact, we will never
know the names of some of the greatest
heroes, because their deeds were done out of
the limelight.
A true hero lays down his or her life for
someone else to be successful, to be whole,
to live — regardless of whether others are
looking or not.

Continued from page 3

in the future summit attempt. After
the unprecedented accomplishment of
scaling the world’s highest peak – where
even breathing is almost impossible –
they refused to say which of them was
the first to the top. That’s how essential
the Sherpa’s heroic assistance was to the
“leader,” Hillary.
Anne Sullivan was teacher and
mentor to Helen Keller, a six year old
who had been unable to communicate
after becoming both blind and deaf since
the age of two. Hired in desperation,
only 20, and nearly blind herself,
Sullivan was charged with taming
the wild and confused child. Anne
proceeded to work a “miracle.” Less than
a month after meeting Helen, in April
1887, she broke through in a timeless
moment while holding the child Helen’s
hands under water flowing from a wellpump. From that instant, Helen rapidly
learned to read and finally, to talk. She
became the first deaf-blind person to
earn a Bachelor of Arts degree (1904).
Keller’s autobiography,
The Story of My Life, has been
translated into 50 languages. Mark
Twain called her one of the two most
interesting characters of the 19th
century. Yet without Sullivan, who
became a lifelong friend and companion,
Keller would be unknown.

BECAUSE I WILL
BE WITH YOU

In the recent Passover Katzir - Harvest Youth Conference, our theme
was God’s response to Moses’ question:
“Who am I that I should go to Pharoah,
and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”
So He said, ‘Because I will be with you…’” (Exodus 3:11-12 mod NKJV).

Everyday Opportunities
People all around us need the
investment of our life, in order to
become more than they are. Healing on
the inside often requires a relationship
of selfless, persevering love. I’ve come
to believe in “mentoring,” and have
seen breakthroughs from giving time
to individuals “behind the scenes.”
Yes, I still speak and write publicly.
But some of the most rewarding fruit
I’ve witnessed happens far from the
platform, in one-onone settings.
Ask God to show
you someone in
whom to invest your
life.
Make them
a success. Be an
unsung hero, a real
hero!
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THE GIFTS
& Recovering Man’s Calling
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he world and everything in it belong to God, for He is the
ultimate Creator. He gave dominion and rule over the created
world to man (Genesis 1:26-28). I believe that when a person
is in harmony with God’s Spirit, creativity is increased and he is better
able to generate ideas, “mastermind” plans and complete projects. The
authors of Psalms and Proverbs confirm this: “All my springs are in
you” (Psalm 87:7), and “Keep your heart with all diligence, for
out of it spring the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23).
According to the Scriptures, there is a correlation between man’s obedience
to God and his ability to “bear fruit” or be creative. When our hearts are
directed towards our Maker, good fruit is produced. Gifts of the Spirit are
revealed as we create and fulfil our God-ordained purpose. If we faithfully
follow our Heavenly Father, we will grow into His image and likeness.
The following passages speak of this connection:
“These signs will accompany those who believe: In My name
they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;
they will take up serpents; if they drink any deadly thing, it
will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will
recover” (Mark 16:17-18).
“There are various gifts, but the same Spirit...To one is
given by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to another the word of
knowledge ..., to another faith …, to another gifts of healings
…, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy,
to another discerning of spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues” (1
Corinthians 12:4-10).
These verses refer to supernatural spiritual manifestations. Yeshua
the Messiah and His apostles spoke of them and performed them.
Throughout the Bible, and even in recent history, we find similar
manifestations revealed through His servants. The hearts of people
who witnessed such moves of God were opened to God’s work and
His purposes. When submitted to the will of God, these were mighty
instruments of influence, even helping change the course of history.
Today, there are two opinions in the Christian world regarding the gifts
of the Spirit. Some people consider the gifts as belonging to the distant
past, needed then to spread the Gospel. Others see them as part of
a promise (“for gifts and callings are irrevocable”), powerful and
equally present in our day.
I would like to look at this subject through the lens of my favorite
preaching topic: Tikkun Olam.

Tikun HaOlam - Restoration of the World
In the opening verses of the Bible we read that “God created man
in His own image…” (Genesis 1:27). Soon after, in Genesis 2:15,
we discover that God’s mandate for Adam was to tend the Garden and
guard it. When reading Adam’s story, we unintentionally disregard
how special he was.

Entrusted with Perfection
Adam had been charged to oversee the Garden. This shows how
much confidence God placed in Adam, for He entrusted him with
something that was already perfect. It also reveals the level of man’s
intellect and his ability to do the work, the quality of which could
potentially rival that of God. Interestingly, from this vantage point, we
can get a hint of what Yeshua meant when He referred to those who
believe, doing “greater works.”

Gifted to Protect
Spiritually, Adam was also in a position to protect the Garden from
any threat. God would never give someone a task that could not be
fulfilled. Adam’s mission included the protection of Eden from a certain
enemy. From the story recounted in Genesis, I assume that the enemy
was the Devil and his servants, as only they could have posed such a
danger. This also suggests that the capability to guard the Garden from
such a powerful adversary was included in the spiritual strength planted
in Adam from the outset.

Gifted to Create
We can now draw a clearer picture of who Adam really was. His
spiritual, intellectual and physical potential was fully at his disposal. His
“inner springs” were available to accomplish the work at hand. Therefore,
when he walked with God in the cool of the day, he could have fellowship
with the Creator, the Author of the heavenly and earthly realms. And, as
a result, Adam could create things about which we can only dream today.

Put on Pause
Unfortunately, this idyllic state was soon interrupted. Sin’s invasion
and God’s intervention limited man’s capabilities and development.
Adam’s access to his God-given potential became limited, because he had
forfeited the perfect, sinless condition which fostered it. The peace of God
and fellowship with Him was restricted. People turned to wickedness,
and God’s judgement was meted out. Following the flood, God promised
to “never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the
imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth…” (Genesis 8:21).
Even though man’s heart remained unchanged, God made a commitment
not to destroy humanity ever again. What had changed? Man’s creative
potential and the abilities first seen in Adam were reduced so that future
generations would not use them to destroy the rest of creation.

Reactivated and Revealed
The world is still fallen and separated from its Creator. Yet we, as
followers of Yeshua are encouraged to continually seek Him. “Imitate
me, just as I also imitate Messiah” (1 Corinthians 11:1). And as we
draw closer to God, our inner gifts and the gifts of the Spirit will be
increasingly accessible to us. The supernatural realm will begin to open
up: “…creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God”
(Romans 8:19).

Fruit and Gifts
As we pursue renewed life in Messiah, it is important to consider
the following questions. What are we seeking? Where do our hearts lie?
What do we actually need these gifts for? Do we want to impress other
people and use them for our own advantage? There is a reason why
we are warned that “by their fruit you will know them” (Matthew
7:20). Scripture lists the gifts of the Spirit. Just as important is the fruit
of our lives—the way we live and how our actions
manifest the image of the Messiah, at the pinnacle
of God’s creation.
“If death ruled because of one person's
failure, those who receive the multiplied grace
and the gift of righteousness will even more
certainly rule in life through the one person
Messiah Yeshua” (Romans 5:17 CEB).
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